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ELECTION OF SPECIES 



VIA FACSIMILE (7031 305-3599 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
ATTN: Examiner P. Short 




NEEDLE & ROSENBERG, P.C, 
127 Peachtree Street, NE 
The Candler Building, Suite 1200 
Atlanta, GA 30303 



December 12, 2001 



Madame: 



This is in response to the Election of Species dated November 30, 2001. In response thereto, 
please consider the following: 



Biodegradable Polymer 

The Office Action has required election between the following allegedly patentably distinct 
species: the aliphatic-aromatic copolyester having repeat units of the formula on page 22 of the 
specification; the aliphatic polyester having repeating units of the first formula on page 23 of the 
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specification; CVC ]0 cellulose ester; poly(vinyl alcohol); poly(ethylene-co-vinyl-alcohol); poiy(vinyl 
acetate); poly(ethylene-a>vinyl acetate); poly(ethylene D-taitrate); poly(p-diaxanone); 
polyorthofbimate; poly(oxyethylene glycolate); and polyethylene oxide. 

Applicants provisionally elect the aliphatic-aromatic copolyester having repeat units of the 
formula on page 22 of the specification. Claims 6-7, 19 and~23-24 currently read on the elected 
species. Applicants acknowledge that upon allowance of a generic claim. Applicants will be entitled to 
consideration of additional species that are written in dependent form or otherwise include all 
hmitations of an allowed generic as provided by 37 C.F.R, 1,141. 

Fhcnol-Cp ntfliniiiff Compound 

The Office Action further contends the application contains additional patentably distinct 
species in the manner of the phenol-containing compounds. In particular, the Office Action contends 
the following species are recited: teipene-phenol resin, poly (vinyl phenol), 44 ? -thio-bis(2-f-butyl-5- 
methylphenol), polymeric alkylated phenol, 2,5-di-/-amylhydroquinone, 1 , 1 -di-(2-methyl-4-hydroxy-5- 
*-butylphenyl)butane, l,r-thio-bis(2-hydroxyxiaphthalene), diphenyl-isodecyl phosphite, 
diisodecylphenyl phosphite, tris(p-nonylphenyl)phosphite and tris(3-methyl-4-(2-methyl-4-hydroxy-5- 
^-butylphenylthio)-6-t-butyl)phosphite. 



Applicants provisionally elect the species of terepene^ihenol resin. Presently, claims 1-9, 14- 
15 and 22-28 read on the elected species. Applicants acknowledge that upon allowance of a generic 
claim, Applicants will be entitled to consideration of additional species that are written in dependent 
form or otherwise include all limitations of an allowed generic as provided by 37 CF.R. 1 .141. 
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CONCLUSION 

la light of the above made Election of Species, Applicants respectfully request an action on the 
merits for this application. 

No fee is believed to be due; however, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any 
additional fees which may be required, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 14-0629. 

Respectfully submitted, 
NEEDLE & ROSENBERG, P.C, 
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dine M. Hutter 
stratum No. 44,792 



NEEDLE & ROSENBERG, P.C. 
Suite 1200, The Candler Building 
127 Peachtree Street, N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-1811 
(404) 688-0770 
(404) 688-0770 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify chat this correspondence is being deposited as a facsimile to the foil owing address: Examiner P. Short, (703) 305-3590, 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231, on the date below. 



J^cquslin^M. Hotter 
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